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Sixth-Generation Warfare in American Strategy:

The Proxy War in Ukraine as a Model

Venus Ghalib Kamel(*)

(*) Lecturer Dr. - University of Baghdad/Faculty of Political Science venus.g@cis.uobaghdad.edu.iq

I Abstract

This research aims to study sixth-generation wars in terms of their characteristics ,objectives ,and what
distinguishes them from fifth-generation wars ,as well as their role in American strategy .The research
addresses the concept of proxy warfare ,its importance in shaping public policies ,and its impact on
political ,economic ,and military decisions .It also analyzes how the United States uses this approach to
face challenges and achieve its goals and interests without direct engagement in combat.

The research relies on the Russia-Ukraine war as a model of a sixth-generation war ,where Washington
supports Kyiv militarily ,logistically ,and through intelligence to weaken the Russian adversary without
deploying American troops directly .Digital technologies ,cyberspace ,and drones have contributed to
enhancing the capacity of proxy actors to operate effectively .The study draws lessons that can help
understand the development of the American military doctrine towards asymmetric warfare .Finally ,the
research offers specific recommendations regarding the tools of indirect warfare ,including media and
cyber warfare ,and the integration of these tools into national security strategies.
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